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Connections

Subscribe to synod’s weekly email digest 
“Northern Lights” is a weekly email digest containing 
news, information and upcoming events pertinent to the 
Northwestern Minnesota Synod. You can receive North-
ern Lights by contacting Michael Stein at stein@cord.edu. 

“Hearts on Fire” event provides inspiration for ministry, service 

The Northwestern Minnesota Synod 
310 14th Ave.  S., Riverside Ctr.-Concordia College,  
Moorhead, MN 56562 
218-299-3019     800-452-3692    www.nwmnsynod.org 

God is alive in you. What shape is that 
taking? God is moving in mission across 
eastern North Dakota and northwestern 
Minnesota. Where can we spot God at 
work? God has gifted you to tell the 
story, share your gifts and lead Christ’s 

church. How might you grow in your discipleship? 

“Hearts on Fire” is a three-hour event that will explore all 
of those questions in a way that empowers participants to 
be inspired for ministry, equipped to lead their churches, 
and enlisted for service on the new mission tables (action 
teams) being assembled by the Eastern North Dakota and 
Northwestern Minnesota synods.  This “Rally in the Val-
ley to Share God’s Mission” will be Sunday, August 30, 
at the Eid Center on the campus of Oak Grove Lutheran 
School, Fargo. The event will begin with a rally-style 
worship service at 4 p.m. with keynoter, Dr. Rollie 
Martinson of Luther Seminary, Bishops Bill Rindy and 
Larry Wohlrabe and an array of local musicians. 

Senior, Junior High Gatherings  
coming this fall 
REFLECT, the upcoming Northwestern Minnesota and 
Eastern North Dakota Synod LYO Senior and Junior 
High Youth Gatherings! 

Please note that we will be holding both the Sr. High and 
Jr. High gatherings this Fall. Details and registration ma-
terials will be sent out this late summer! 
Sr. High Gathering (9-12 grade) 
October 30-November 1, 2009 
Cragun’s Resort, Brainerd 
Jr. High Gathering (6-8 grade) 
November 20-22, 2009 
Arrowwood Resort, Alexandria 

Churchwide Assembly information 
online
On August 17, the ELCA Churchwide Assembly, this 
church's highest legislative authority, will open in Min-
neapolis. The assembly Web site has information about 
the topics voting members will consider, registration in-
formation, and other information about the event.  Fine all 
these resources at www.elca.org/assembly.

Save the date! Spread the word! 
Jesus, Justice, Jazz Tour 
Prairie to Lakes Area Youth along with Concordia Col-
lege is pleased to announce the Jesus, Justice, Jazz tour 
November 8, 2009, featuring Agape, Rachel Kurtz and 
Lost and Found at 7 p.m. in the Concordia College Me-
morial Auditorium. Admission will be $5 prior to the con-
cert and a non-perishable food item. At the door, cost will 
be $7 plus a non-perishable food item. There also will be 
a pre-concert hunger awareness fair starting at 5 p.m. in 
the Concordia College Centrum. Tickets will go on sale 
September 15. Please save the date now and watch for 
more details in the coming months. 

Worship will lead into a time of story-telling, dreaming 
and equipping for how the two synods—numbering some 
200,000 Lutheran disciples on either side of the Red 
River—might grow deeper and wider in God’s mission. 
“Mission tables” are being formed to ignite new minis-
tries, renew existing ministries, and stir up faith practices 
that will serve God’s mission. Additional mission tables 
will be formed around the gifts and passions of God’s 
people across our region. 

“Hearts on Fire” will conclude with an old-fashioned 
cookout supper and a commissioning service. There is no 
cost for attending this event, and pre-registration is help-
ful (contact Keith Zeh) but not required. An offering will 
be received to help defray expenses.  

Contact Keith Zeh: 
Keith.Zeh@elca.org
1-800-452-3692 
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