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Creating a new vision for mission in vibrant service to God

Over the past year a new vision for Lutherans in our two
synods has been emerging—a vision for how we will col-
laborate more deeply in vibrant service to God's great mis-
sion of rescue and renewal in Jesus Christ. Disciples from
the Eastern North Dakota and Northwestern Minnesota
Synods, in partnership with the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America's program unit for Evangelical Outreach
and Congregational Mission (EOCM), are listening to one
another, engaging our mission field and exploring new ave-
nues for partnership in the gospel. Evangelizing Congrega-
tions Missional Plan emphasizes renewed evangelizing
congregations, new evangelizing congregations, and mis-
sional strategies.

The Rev. Dr. Stephen Bouman, executive director for
EOCM, invites us to envision ways whereby “bishops lead
as missionary bishops, every baptized person is a mission-
ary, every pastor is a mission developer, and every congre-
gation is a mission station for the sake of the world.”

Three missional tables are also being formed. Note: The
image of “table” is like a kitchen table where people gather
and are fed and dream and plan, come and go. Members of

Senior, Middle School Gatherings
REFLECT is the theme for the upcoming Northwestern
Minnesota and Eastern North Dakota Synod LYO Senior
and Junior High Youth Gatherings!
Sr. High Gathering (9-12 grade)
October 30-November 1, 2009
Cragun’s Resort, Brainerd
Middle School Gathering (6-8 grade)
November 20-22, 2009
Arrowwood Resort, Alexandria
Resources and online registration information at:
www.nwmnsynod.org/lyo/index.html
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these missional tables will stir up, guide and stimulate
imagination, vision, and activity in and through all kinds of
congregations, ministries and settings. Work teams will be
formed in conjunction with each of the three missional
tables—made up of disciples with gifts and passions for
putting "feet" under specific missional ideas, initiatives and
activities.

The three missional tables being imagined and drawn to-
gether are:

Missional Imagi-nation Table - This table is a unique and
exciting partnership between the Eastern North Dakota and
Northwestern Minnesota Synods. Members will provide
oversight for how the synods' think creatively about our
theology of mission and how we stir up a "culture for mis-
sion" in each synod. This table will also articulate the syn-
ods' missional purpose, guiding principles and ways
whereby congregations are invited into deeper partnerships
with the synods and the churchwide organization. The ta-
ble will also address unifying strategies and capacity-
building for mission.

New and Renewing Congregations and Ministries Ta-
ble - This table will focus on involving congregations and
ministries in specific, intentional processes for renewal
and/or mission development—including congregations re-
ceiving grants from the ELCA’s program unit for Evangeli-
cal Outreach and Congregational Mission.

Mission Faith Practices Table - This table will invite
leaders, congregations and ministries as they facilitate faith
practices relating to stewardship of life with God. Among
the faith practices that this table will stir up in our two syn-
ods are: financial stewardship as individuals and congrega-
tions, daily life faith practices, stewardship of creation ac-
tivities, Bible encounter practices and prayer practices.

Subscribe to synod’s weekly email digest
“Northern Lights” is a weekly email digest containing
news, information and upcoming events pertinent to the
Northwestern Minnesota Synod. You can receive North-
ern Lights by contacting Michael Stein at stein@cord.edu.

Post-2009 Churchwide Assembly resources online
Resources and FAQs from ELCA Churchwide and the Northwestern Minnesota Synod
www.nwmnsynod.org/2009%20Churchwide%20Assembly%20Resources.htm
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Connecting the Congregational, Synodical, and Churchwide Expressions of the ELCA

Creating a new vision for mission

Over the past year anew vision for Lutheransin our two synods has been emerg-
ing—avision for how we will collaborate more deeply in vibrant service to
God's great mission of rescue and renewal in Jesus Christ. Disciples from the
Eastern North Dakota and Northwestern Minnesota Synods, in partnership with
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America’s program unit for Evangelical Out-
reach and Congregationa Mission (EOCM), are listening to one another, engag-
ing our mission field and exploring new avenues for partnership in the gospel.
Evangelizing Congregations Missional Plan emphasizes renewed evangelizing
congregations, new evangelizing congregations, and missiona strategies.

The Rev. Dr. Stephen Bouman, executive director for EOCM, invites usto envi-
sion ways whereby “bishops lead as missionary bishops, every baptized personis
amissionary, every pastor isamission developer, and every congregation isa
mission station for the sake of the world.”

Three missiona tables are aso being formed. Note: The image of “ table” islike
a kitchen table where people gather and are fed and dream and plan, come and
go. Members of these missiona tableswill stir up, guide and stimulate imagina-
tion, vision, and activity in and through all kinds of congregations, ministries
and settings. Work teams will be formed in conjunction with each of the three
missiona tables—made up of disciples with gifts and passions for putting "feet”
under specific missiona ideas, initiatives and activities.

The three missional tables being imagined and drawn together are:

Missional Imagi-nation Table - Thistable isaunique and exciting partnership
between the Eastern North Dakota and Northwestern Minnesota Synods. Mem-
berswill provide oversight for how the synods' think creatively about our theol-
ogy of mission and how we stir up a"culture for mission” in each synod. This
table will aso articulate the synods missional purpose, guiding principles and
ways whereby congregations are invited into deeper partnerships with the syn-
ods and the churchwide organization. The table will aso address unifying
strategies and capacity-building for mission.

New and Renewing Congregationsand Ministries Table - Thistable will fo-
cus on involving congregations and ministries in specific, intentional processes
for renewal and/or mission devel opment—including congregations receiving
grants from the ELCA’ s program unit for Evangelical Outreach and Congrega-
tiona Mission.

Mission Faith Practices Table - This table will invite leaders, congregations
and ministries asthey facilitate faith practices relating to stewardship of life
with God. Among the faith practices that this table will stir up in our two synods
are: financia stewardship asindividuals and congregations, daily life faith prac-
tices, stewardship of creation activities, Bible encounter practices and prayer
practices.

Senior, Middle School Gatherings
REFLECT isthe theme for the upcoming Northwestern Minnesota and East-
ern North Dakota Synod LY O Senior and Junior High Y outh Gatherings!
Sr. High Gathering (9-12 grade)
October 30-November 1, 2009
Cragun’s Resort, Brainerd
Middle School Gathering (6-8 grade)
November 20-22, 2009
Arrowwood Resort, Alexandria
Resour ces and online registration information at:
www.nwmnsynod.or g/lyo/index.html

Post-2009 Churchwide Assembly resources
Resources and FAQs from ELCA Churchwide and the

Northwestern Minnesota Synod
www.nwmnsynod.org/2009%20Churchwide20A ssembly%20Resources.htm

Subscribe to synod’s weekly email digest

“Northern Lights” is aweekly email digest containing news, information and
upcoming events pertinent to the Northwestern Minnesota Synod. Y ou can
receive Northern Lights by contacting Michael Stein at stein@cord.edu.

The Northwestern Minnesota Synod

310 14th Ave. S., Riverside Ctr.-Concordia College,
Moorhead, MN 56562

218-299-3019 800-452-3692 www.nwmnsynod.org





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


