





PBold Women Celebrate

By Marilou Bade

In April, 82 bold Lutherans invaded
Germany to learn about the Reforma-
tion and to rejoice with the Evangeli-

Castle Church in Wittenburg where Lu-
ther posted the 95 theses on the door.

cal church there. We came from all
over the United States, mostly
women, but a few bold men. The tour
started in Berlin where we worshiped
at the cathedral, walked thru the
Brandenburg Gate and saw Check-
point Charley. Parts of the wall that
divided the East from the West are
still visible and we heard first hand
accounts of how prayer provided
hope and the power to bring down an

Monastery where Katie Luther lived as a young girl

and took her vows as a nun.

oppressive government. A
group of people in Leipzig
shared their experiences
and told us how their faith
sustained them over the
years under communism.

Most of the Reformation
sites are in the former East
Germany. Time spent in
Eisleben, Erfurt and Wit-
tenburg helped us appreci-
ate anew the contribution
of Martin and Katie Luther.
As a group we worshiped in the
Castle Church where Luther posted
the 94 Theses on the door. The Rev.
Dawn Hansen, director of programs
for the Women of the ELCA
preached and we sang “A Mighty
Fortress” as we stood around Lu-
ther’s grave. Other highlights in-
cluded Wartburg Castle and the
ruins of the Nimleschen Monastery.
At Wartburg , Luther hid from
Rome and translated the New Tes-
tament into German. At Nim-
leschen, Katie lived as a young girl
and made her vows as a nun. It was
amazing to see both placed and re-
alize how God works to reform His
church.

Reformation continues today. Only

30 percent of the German people in

the East believe in God but the

church is growing and the Spirit is

moving. In the church where Luther
was baptized, we met
Pastors Claudia and Scott
and witnessed the bap-
tism of twin boys during
the service.

For me this was a won-
derful chance to get to
know my roommate, who
is also my daughter’s
mother-in-law. Jeanne
Haukaas is from Bau-
dette and she told me
about this opportunity.
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Jeanne Haukaas in Leipzig having coffee—part of
every day in Germany.

She has relatives in Germany and
served as my translator so I didn’t get
lost or order something strange. We
became known as “the mother-in-
laws” and had lots of fun using the
blog to keep our kids up to date on
our adventures. Getting to know our
staff from Chicago was also delight-
ful and I was very impressed with
those who lead our organization.

The response to the trip was so posi-
tive I am hoping they will work with
the Wittenburg Center to plan to go
again. If you see another Bold
Women to Germany trip advertised,
do consider going. You’ll learn and
grow in you “boldness.”

Marilou Bade at Wartburg Castle: “I
made it to the top of the mountain.”
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By Arden Solheim, Cluster Two Co-
ordinator

About a year and a half ago, while
our church was searching for a new
pastor, I was hired to do lay visitation
and senior outreach for Trinity Lu-
theran Church in Thief River Falls.
After doing many visits it was obvi-
ous Trinity needed something for the
senior members but exactly what that
would be had to be decided.

At one of our early gatherings our
seniors had some great ideas and they
did not want only to be entertained
but to give back to our church. Many
of them had been teachers and proba-
bly all of them had been Sunday
school teachers at one time or another
and they decided they wanted to sup-
port, encourage, and reinforce our
Sunday school students and teachers.
I thought this was a great idea and
continued to think and plan ways we
could make this idea work. As I was

OWLES

telling my friend at church, Rita,
about this idea she told me of a
group she heard about that called
themselves the OWLS (older wiser
Lutherans). We all liked that and
we became Trinity's OWLS.

Then last September I attended the
Cluster Two Gathering at the
United Lutheran Church in Gatzke,
Minn. and I was sitting there listen-
ing to the speaker and (sorry) my
mind was wandering and [ was
looking around, and I looked up and
there hanging right in front of me
was a large banner that read, “One
generation shall sing thy praises to
another.” Psalms 145 v. 4. There it
was. Thank you God! I believe He
was saying this is the mission for
our seniors and this is what they
were talking about in our planning
meetings!! We were off and run-
ning. We decided to get names of
Sunday school students and ran-

Fall 2007 Cluster Meetings, continued

of God’s faithfulness, love, mercy
and forgiveness.

CLUSTER 9

Cluster 9 Fall Cluster Gathering was
held at Calvary Lutheran Church
Monday, September 25. Registration
and coffee fellowship featured good-
ies provided by the Calvary Women.
Russ Bunker and LaVonne Bjerk
provided special music that was ab-
solutely amazing! Pastor Phil Holtan
led devotions. Following roll call,
203 present representing 15 congre-
gations, the business meeting was led
by Sue Ellwinger. Joyce Linammin
was elected Financial Recorder. Im-
manuel Lutheran in Wadena will host
the Spring Gathering. Pick up for
Lutheran World Relief will be avail-
able at Pohlman Transfer in Wadena
December 3-7 and October 22 at
Osakis Pallet in Osakis. Pastor Phil
Holtan led devotions titled “Called to
Be a Blessing.”

Following a short break, Anna Ol-
son presented her story, “Growing
Up Amish—And Then Leaving.” It
was very interesting. She has a
website if you want to read her
story at
www.GrowingUpAmish.com and
she has written a book by the same
title. A delicious lunch was served
following the Table Blessing.

CLUSTER 10
Women of the ELCA in Cluster 10
held their Fall Gathering at First
Lutheran Church in Alexandria on
Saturday morning, October 20. 108
women were in attendance from 22
churches in the cluster. Coordinator
Karen Nelson led the meeting. Jo
Satter was installed for a second
term as Reporter and mission pro-
jects made by Cluster 10 units dur-
ing the year were dedicated.

The Gathering speaker was Barb
DeGrote Sorenson, who spoke on
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domly handed out names and packets
to seniors. They watched our church
newsletter for names of students hav-
ing positive attendance, on their
birthday, holidays, and for accom-
plishments in school also. We also
hosted an open house on Sunday
morning between services and our
Sunday school teachers kept their
doors open so we could observe them
teaching and appreciate how they
decorated their rooms. Our purpose
was to thank our teachers for their
time and tell them that they make a
difference. This year the OWLS will
again make this our main focus.

We take day trips in our Trinity van
to interesting places near us. These
trips have included a greenhouse in
May, Scandinavian stores, picnics in
July, fall leaves in October, and

one member entertained us all with a
huge Christmas feast. And all of
these outing included lunch at home
cookin’ cafes.

the theme “From Simplicity to Ser-
vanthood: A Spiritual Journey.” Barb
shared how she believes that worship
based living should be our goal as
Christians. We Simplify so we can
Connect so we can Serve so we can
Worship. Barb walked us through her
journey and challenged us to be a ser-
vant church. She shared from Ephe-
sians 2, reminding us that while we
are saved by grace through faith, we
are God’s workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus for good works. The good
works are our response for all God has
done for us through Christ Jesus.

Barb also led the singing and provided
music.

A morning in Alexandria at First Lu-
theran—good food, good fellowship,
good music, good words—a feast for
the body, soul, mind, and heart.

Page 4



Where does the scholarship money come from,
and why has it not increased in over 40 years?

by Lynda J Converse, Scholarship
Chair NWMN Synodical Women's
Board

We are always pleased to hear from
members of our congregations in the
Northwestern Minnesota Synod and
we greatly appreciate your input and
suggestions. Recently, I received a
letter noting the writer had received a
NW Synod scholarship to Concordia
40 years ago for $100. While the
writer was very grateful, he won-
dered if it might be possible to in-
crease the amount of our scholarships
since the cost of education has in-
creased greatly.

The answer to this question is very
simple. We can only give to the de-
gree we receive. The funding for our
scholarships comes from congrega-
tional contributions designated for

Pause for Prayer

Sharon Temanson

How many of you gather regularly
with friends for the express purpose
of praying together? It is a reliable
way of feeling incredibly close to the
Lord.

Allow me to share my experiences:
Several years ago our congregation.
Our Saviors in Barnesville was being
served by Pastor Tom Junkert. He
felt a need for more prayer support
and wanted this time to be on Mon-
day morning, a time that seemed es-
pecially difficult for him.

So it is that we have met every Mon-
day morning since then, at 10:00 in
our Fireside Room. Though all are
welcome to come, our group remains
small — typically no more than six or
seven people.

We gather around a table with our
Bibles and share congregational and

scholarships. We divide the total
received among the number of suc-
cessful applicants. Last year,
through the generosity of many
congregations in our Synod, we
were able to provide thirty-two,
$150.00 scholarships. Most of these
were matched by the ELCA col-
leges attended by the scholarship
recipients.

We will continue to strive to pro-
vide as many scholarships as possi-
ble, in amounts commensurate to
the giving we receive. Thanks so
much for your continued support. If
you'd like to see larger scholarships,
check to see if your congregation is
among those who have been con-
tributing. If so, we thank you, if not,
please consider supporting this
most valuable program.

personal prayer concerns. We read
a Psalm suggested for the following
week in the Lectionary, then we
each pray once or twice as we are
led by the Holy Spirit. Included are
prayers for members of our congre-
gation designated for that week.
Thirty to forty minutes later we
close by joining hands and praying
the Lord’s Prayer. It’s an awesome
way to begin a work week, and we
truly feel God in our midst.

If your congregation is not being
served in this way, consider begin-

ning “Prayer Partner’s” in your
church.

Heavenly Father, you have prom-
ised to be with us always, surely
when we come to you in prayer.
You knew we’d need to communi-
cate with you. Thank you for the
gift of prayer. Amen.
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SNOW is a publication for all Women in the
Northwestern Minnesota Synod, Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America. Issues are published
quarterly. Submissions are welcome and must be
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Feb. 1 for Spring issue

April 1 for Summer issue

Aug. 1 for Fall issue

Nov. 1 for Winter issue

This publication may be reproduced for use by
Women of the ELCA. Articles may be edited to fit
the space of this newsletter. Send your articles,
pictures and other materials to Diane Nord, 1588
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Newsletter Subscription Form

eFour free copies of the SNOW are sent to
each unit president.

eContact Carolyn Engebretson for subscrip-
tion information
Name

Address
City
Church

Cluster

Phone

New subscription Renewal

$3 donation check to SNOW Newsletter. Mail to:
Carolyn Engebretson, PO Box 1031, Detroit Lakes,
MN, 56502
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“Come To The Waters”

Janet Lian, Triennial Gathering Promoter
There's still time to

"COME TO THE ’.\/N\
WATERS." That's "N
the theme for the COME TO THE WATERS
7th Triennial Gath- July 10-13,2008 ~ Salt Lake City, Utah
ering in Salt Lake

City to be held July 10-13, 2008. It's the largest gathering
of the Women of the ELCA and you need to be there.
This is something you must do for yourself or invite your
family to make this your birthday or Christmas gift.

We will celebrate the life-giving waters of our baptism
and be renewed in our commitment to share God's living
waters with others. There will be many great speakers,
interesting workshops, an exhibit hall to explore, hands on
in-servant opportunities, and inspirational worship ses-
sions. Plus the wonderful fellowship opportunities.

The registration is $275 if paid by January 31, 2008. After
that it is $325. I have registration forms or you can call
800-638-3522, ext. 2730 and request a form. You can also
log on to www.womenoftheelca.org and either print the
form or register on line. This site will also give you addi-
tional information about the Gathering.

I have had a few people inquire about traveling together as
a group. Perhaps some are looking for roommates too.
Please let me know if you want this information. My
phone number is 218-294-6320 or
email:djlian@gvtel.com.

Spring Fling

Pat Issacson, Board Member, Cluster 1

Our W/ELCA makes quilts for our graduating seniors.
Materials for nice quilts cost money. The idea of a
“Spring Fling” came about. A menu was picked and
tickets were sold for a family style dinner. The W/
ELCA women cooked the dinner. Special entertain-
ment was provided by members of our church.

Members volunteered to set and host a table for eight
people, using dinnerware, tablecloths and napkins from
home. You could have a theme if you wanted. We had
table settings of fine china, Christmas dishes, outdoor
themes, picnic themes using paper products for golf
and NASCAR racing. During the course of the dinner,
the hostess served, picked up dishes and saw that her
guests were taken care of.

The evening was successful and we have enough
money to buy nice quilting material for our senior
quilts next year.

And let us consider one another to provoke unto love
and to good works. (Hebrews 10:24)

SNOW on the web

This and previous issues of SNOW (in color) are available
on the Northwestern Minnesota Synod website:
www.nwmnsynod.org




